
MATERIALS INNOVATION AND RECYCLING AUTHORITY  

 

 

          January 24, 2023 

 

  

  A Special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Materials Innovation and Recycling 

Authority Board of Directors was held via Zoom on Tuesday, January 24, 2023.  Present via 

audio or video conferencing were: 

 

 Appointed Directors:    

   

Chairman Stein 

Vice Chairman Jim Hayden 

Carl Fortuna, Jr. 

Bert Hunter 

Ed Mone  

Dave Steuber 

Rich Soderman 

          

   

Present from MIRA:  

 

  Mark Daley, President and CFO 

  Tom Gaffey, Director of Recycling and Enforcement 

  Cheryl Kaminsky, Comptroller 

Roger Guzowski, Supply Chain Manager 

Dave Bodendorf, Mgr. of Engineering, Construction, and Power Assets 

   

Others Present:  

 

Katie Dykes, Commissioner CTDEEP 

Tracy Babbidge, Deputy Commissioner, CTDEEP 

  

 

 

            Chairman Stein called the meeting officially to order at 9:32 a.m.  

  

PUBLIC PORTION 

Chairman Stein said the agenda allowed for a public portion in which the Board would 

accept written testimony and allow individuals to speak for a limit of three minutes. As there 

were no members of the public who wished to address the Board, Chairman Stein proceeded 

with the meeting. 

 



1. DEEP BRIEFING CONCERNING PRESS EVENT AT WASTE TO ENERGY 

FACILITY 

Chairman Stein read the agenda item and turned the meeting over to DEEP to present its 

briefing.  Deputy Commissioner Babbidge thanked the Board and Mr. Daley for assisting in 

putting the press event together.  Ms. Babbidge indicated that one of the focuses of the press 

event was to introduce proposed changes to the State’s Comprehensive Materials Management 

Strategy (“CMMS”) along with proposed legislative changes to implement the changes to the 

CMMS.  Ms. Babbidge turned the meeting over to Commissioner Dykes. 

Commissioner Dykes reiterated that DEEP would be issuing a draft of proposed changes 

to the CMMS for public comment in the near future.  Ms. Dykes announced that a Governor’s 

Bill addressing the Governor’s vision for Solid Waste Management, the MIRA Board, and 

MIRA’s South Meadows Facility would also be released soon.  Ms. Dykes stated it was DEEP’s 

and the Governor’s intention to regain the self-sufficiency of the State in its ability to manage its 

solid waste, and, to provide clarity on the cleanup of the South Meadows site and other MIRA 

properties. 

Ms. Dykes indicated a desire for continued conversations with MIRA during the 

legislative session.  She stated a focus of the update to the CMMS is to increase diversion and 

recycling through Extended Producer Responsibility and policies and incentives to facilitate 

organics diversion out of the waste stream.  She stated that these changes are estimated to 

decrease the current estimate of MSW export out of state from 860,000 tons to 485,000 tons.  

Therefore, 485,000 tons is DEEP’s estimate of additional capacity that now needs to be built in 

the state.  She stated DEEP’s plan to work together with municipalities and regional waste 

authorities to issue Requests for Proposals to build this needed capacity.  She indicated an RFP 

would be issued to invite municipalities to receive grant money assist municipalities in assessing 

the benefits of creating new regional waste authorities, or joining existing waste authorities. 

Ms. Dykes indicated that DEEP will be proposing the existing solid waste assessment fee of 

$1.50/ton, currently applicable only to in-state waste to energy facilities is proposed to be 

increased for those facilities to $3.00/ton and expanded to out-of-state landfilling at a fee of 

$5.00/ton.  These fees will be redirected to municipalities through grants for funding recycling 

and diversion programs. 

 

Ms. Dykes stated that proposed legislation will include a provision to reconstitute the MIRA 

Board of Directors to provide more State oversight of the future of the south meadows site and 

disposition of  MIRA’s reserves. 

 

Chairman Stein asked if DEEP could confirm if the press conference would be available for 

viewing through some live stream.  He agreed that increased diversion is a step in the right 

direction and potential new, cleaner waste management technologies are positive things.  He 

discussed issues surrounding the final disposition of MIRA’s reserves. 

 

Director Soderman asked DEEP what the process was in developing the draft of the new 

CMMS.  Commissioner Dykes explained the legislative proposals are being introduced to the 

legislature through appropriate committees.  She indicated the CMMS draft is an update 

consisting of approximately 35 pages and the concepts are a reflection of past ideas and 



discussions with various stakeholders.  She indicated that the draft will be issued for public 

comment and DEEP is eager to hear from stakeholders. 

 

Director Hunter asked DEEP the timing of when the draft CMMS and proposed legislation 

would be released and whether MIRA’s governance would be addressed in the release.  The 

Commissioner indicated the draft CMMS and legislative language was expected to be made 

public later in the day. 

 

Director Fortuna thanked the Commissioner for her efforts and commented on the proposals 

discussed by the Commissioner.  He reminded participants of the existing contractual obligations 

between MIRA and the remaining MIRA towns.  He suggested that a collection of smaller 

regional authorities would be less helpful than larger authorities, as the solid waste problem is a 

statewide problem.  The Commissioner confirmed the proposed legislation does not disband 

MIRA and indicated that DEEP is aware that MIRA has existing contractual obligations that 

must be taken into account.  She indicated DEEP is not opposed to larger regional waste 

authorities. 

 

Deputy Commissioner Babbidge confirmed with Chairman Stein the event would be live-

streamed on Facebook.  Chairman Stein asked that she share that link with Mr. Daley. 

 

   

2. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Chairman Stein adjourned the meeting at 10:02 a.m. 

 

 

 


