
  Policies & Procurement Committee 

October 2, 2019 

Regular Telephonic Meeting Draft Minutes 

 

 

  

Members Present:    Pat Widlitz (On the Telephone) 

     Edward Bailey (On the Telephone) 

     Richard Barlow (In person) 

      

      

MIRA Staff Present: Tom Kirk, President  

 Laurie Hunt, Director of Legal Services  

 Peter Egan, Director of Operations & Environmental Affairs 

     Roger Guzowski, Contract & Procurement Manager 

David Bodendorf, Senior Environmental Engineer 

Vicki Arnum, Buyer/Administrative Assistant 

      

 

Others Present:  None 

 

 

 

 Director Widlitz called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m. and noted that a quorum was present.  

 

 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

  

Director Widlitz said the agenda allowed for a public portion in which the Committee 

would accept written testimony and allow individuals to speak for a limit of three minutes. As 

there was no one present who wished to address the Committee, the regular meeting commenced.  

 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2019, REGULAR COMMITTEE 

MEETING.  

 

 

Director Widlitz requested a motion to accept the minutes of the September 11, 2019, 

Policies and Procurement Committee meeting. The motion to approve the minutes was made by 

Director Bailey and seconded by Director Barlow.  

 

 

 

The motion to approve the minutes was approved.  
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3. REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING CONTRACT WITH 

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING FIRM TO UNDERTAKE ABANDONMENT OF 

GROUNDWATER MONITORING WELLS. 
 

Director Widlitz requested a motion on the above-referenced item. The motion was made 

by Director Bailey and seconded by Director Barlow. 

 

 

WHEREAS, in 2008 and 2009, as part of an ash landfill site suitability investigation (the 

“investigation”), MIRA installed certain groundwater monitoring wells, piezometers and 

production wells (the “wells”) on property in North Franklin and Windham, CT; and 

WHEREAS, the investigation was suspended indefinitely in 2009 based on directives from State 

leaders; and 

WHEREAS, Public Act 14-94, among other things, removed MIRA’s condemnation authority, 

thereby diminishing MIRA’s ability to site a new landfill; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCSA Sec 25-168-56, MIRA is required to properly abandon the wells 

to prevent them from becoming or causing contamination of the environment; and 

WHEREAS, MIRA allocated $90,000 in the Mid Connecticut Post Project Closure Reserve for 

the purpose of abandoning the wells;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT:  

RESOLVED:  That the Board of Directors authorizes the President to enter into a Request for 

Services with TRC in the amount of $55,600 for the proper abandonment of the wells; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Board of Directors authorizes the President to pay TRC 

$55,600 from the Mid Connecticut Post Project Closure Reserve for the abandonment of the 

wells, substantially as discussed and presented at this meeting. 

 

Director Widlitz said that she just had one technical point on the wording of the 

resolution -- to say that “the investigation was suspended indefinitely in 2009 based on directives 

from State leaders” is kind of vague; was that a directive from DEEP? Or was it somebody else? 

 Mr. Kirk said that the Attorney General opposed it, and the governor, who had initially 

believed it was an appropriate development, then added her voice to the opposition; at that point, 

we thought it had become politically unattainable, and the Board discontinued the effort. Mr. Kirk 

suggested that we could just put a period after “2009.” 

 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved.  
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4. REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING MARKET DRIVEN 

PURCHASE OF SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL CAPACITY ASSOCIATED WITH 

DIVERSION OF MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE FROM MIRA’S CSWS. 

 

 

Director Widlitz requested a motion on the above-referenced item. The motion was made 

by Director Bailey and seconded by Director Barlow. 
 

WHEREAS:  From time-to-time MIRA must divert waste from the CSWS due to elevated 

MSW inventory levels at the CSWS Resource Recovery Facility (RRF) that may occur 

periodically;  

Now therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED: that the President is authorized to enter into market driven purchases of 

transportation and disposal services in accordance with the requisitions included in Table 1 

substantially as discussed and presented at this meeting.   

 
 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved.  

 

 

5.  REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING PURCHASE OF A 

CATERPILLER 966M WHEEL LOADER FOR THE WASTE PROCESSING 

FACILITY. 

 

 

Director Widlitz requested a motion on the above-referenced item. The motion was made 

by Director Bailey and seconded by Director Barlow. 

 

W  WHEREAS, the Materials Innovation and Recycling Authority (the “Authority”), a body politic 

and corporate, constituting a public instrumentality and political subdivision of the State of 

Connecticut, is authorized to purchase, acquire and lease personal property for use in its facilities 

and operations, and to enter into contracts in connection therewith; and 

 

W  WHEREAS, the Authority desires to lease, purchase, and finance a Caterpillar 966M Wheel 

Loader from Caterpillar Financial Services Corporation and an authorized Caterpillar dealer 

(“Caterpillar”) by entering into a Governmental Equipment Lease-Purchase Agreement (the 

“Agreement”) with Caterpillar; 

 

N   NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby 
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R  RESOLVED:  That i) the Agreement, including all schedules and exhibits attached thereto, is 

approved in substantially the form presented and discussed at this meeting, with any Approved 

Changes (as defined below), ii) the Authority enter into the Agreement with Caterpillar, and iii) 

the Agreement when executed will constitute a binding obligation of the Authority; and 

 

F  FURTHER RESOLVED:  That changes may be made by the President to the form of the 

Agreement in accordance with the Authority’s policies and procedures (the “Approved 

Changes”), and that the signing of the Agreement and any related documents is conclusive 

evidence of the approval of the changes; and 

 

F   FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the President of the Authority, Thomas D. Kirk, be and he 

hereby is, authorized, directed and empowered, on behalf of the Authority, to i) sign and deliver 

the Agreement to Caterpillar, together with any related documents, and ii) take or cause to be 

taken all action which he deems necessary or advisable to acquire the Caterpillar 966M Wheel 

Loader, including the signing and delivery of the Agreement and related documents; and 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Corporate Secretary of the Authority is authorized to attest 

to these resolutions. 

 

 

Mr. Kirk said this is for a lease purchase of a loader for use at the WPF facility. We just 

recently suffered a casualty of our newest and largest loader. The cab suffered a fire casualty 

about a week and a half ago; thankfully, no one was injured. The fire was ultimately 

extinguished by the Hartford Fire Department. Fortunately, our employee was able to drive the 

loader, while it was on fire, out of the RDF building and park it, It would have been a disaster 

had the flames spread and engulfed the RDF facility. The bad news is that we have been 

borrowing from Peter to pay Paul at the RRF for quite a while -- we are way behind our capital 

plan in providing for the loaders that we need to move garbage, RDF and ash around, and as a 

result, we are very, very stretched. At this point, we have no choice. We have identified this 

particular machine, it's available essentially immediately. It has an important option called the 

“trash package”, which is a very significant investment in protection for the machine from the 

garbage and scrap metal and other potential problems that can affect a machine that operates in a 

difficult venue like a garbage plant, as opposed to a more traditional loader that would be picking 

up gravel and stone and dirt at a construction site. We recommend the authorization to purchase 

it and to finance the acquisition, and plan to bring it to the board next week. 

 

 Director Bailey asked whether, from a cash flow perspective, it would be doable to pay 

up front. 

 

 Mr. Kirk responded that we are actually going to pay for it through the operations budget 

at the WPF over the next few months. 

 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION    

 

 

 Director Widlitz requested a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss pending 

litigation and pending RFP responses, trade secrets, personnel matters, security matters and 

feasibility estimates and evaluations.   

 

The motion was made by Director Bailey and seconded by Director Adams. The motion 

was approved.  Director Widlitz requested that the following people remain for the Executive 

Session in addition to the Committee members: 

 

Tom Kirk 

Peter Egan 

Laurie Hunt 

 

   

The Executive Session commenced at 11:17 a.m. and concluded at 11:27 a.m. 

 

The meeting was reconvened at 11:28 a.m. The door was opened, and the Board Secretary and 

all members of the public were invited back in for the continuation of public session. 

 

 

AJOURNMENT 

 

 

Director Widlitz requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion made by Director 

Barlow and seconded by Director Bailey was approved. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:28 a.m.  

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Kanchan Arora 

Consultant 


