
  Policies & Procurement Committee 
September 11, 2019 

Regular Telephonic Meeting Draft Minutes 
 
 
 
  

Members Present:    John Adams (On the Telephone) 
Pat Widlitz (On the Telephone) 

     Edward Bailey (On the Telephone) 
     Richard Barlow (In person) 
      
 
         
MIRA Staff Present: Tom Kirk, President  
 Mark Daley, Chief Financial Officer  
 Laurie Hunt, Director of Legal Services  
 Peter Egan, Director of Operations & Environmental Affairs 
     Tom Gaffey, Director of Recycling & Enforcement 

Roger Guzowski, Contract & Procurement Manager 
Christopher Shepard, Contract and Procurement Manager 
Vicki Arnum, Buyer/Administrative Assistant 

      
 
 
Others Present:  John Pizzimenti, USA Hauling 
 
 
 
 
 Committee Chairman Adams called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m. and noted that a quorum 
was present.  
 
 
 
 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
  

Committee Chairman Adams said the agenda allowed for a public portion in which the 
Committee would accept written testimony and allow individuals to speak for a limit of three 
minutes. As there was no one present who wished to address the Committee, the regular meeting 
commenced.  
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2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE JULY 10, 2019, REGULAR COMMITTEE 

MEETING.  
 
 

Committee Chairman Adams requested a motion to accept the minutes of the July 10, 
2019, Policies and Procurement Committee meeting. The motion to approve the minutes was 
made by Director Widlitz and seconded by Director Bailey. Director Barlow abstained. 

 
The motion to approve the minutes was approved.  
 

 
3. REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING PURCHASE OF 

DISCRETE EMISSION REDUCTION CREDITS (DERCS). 
 

 
Committee Chairman Adams requested a motion on the above-referenced item. The 

motion was made by Director Barlow and seconded by Director Widlitz. 
 
 
RESOLVED:  That the President is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement for the 
purchase of Discrete Emission Reduction Credits (DERCs) from Pfizer, Inc. to ensure 
compliance with nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions limitations applicable to the South Meadows 
Station Jet Turbine Facility. 

 
 

Mr. Egan said this is the purchase of 15 emission reduction credits, 14 of which will give 
MIRA what we need for the final five months that we will be permitted to operate the Jet 
Turbine Facility under the Trading Order. There are three organizations in the state of 
Connecticut that produce these credits, which theoretically would be available to MIRA. Two of 
those three organizations were not inclined to want to sell any. Pfizer was, so we went ahead and 
arranged the purchase of these emission reduction credits. The total purchase price is $54,500, 
which is below what we have in the Property Division budget. MIRA arranged to buy seven 
2018 vintage credits that were manufactured in the ozone season at $4,000 each, seven that were 
created in a non-ozone season for $3500 each, and then one 2017 vintage for $2,000. 

 
Director Widlitz asked whether we are competing with anybody for the purchase of these 

DERCs. It looks like we are buying all of the state of Connecticut credits that are available; is 
anybody else trying to compete with us? 

  
  Mr. Egan responded, besides the other two generators, I think the answer is no. 
 

Mr. Shepard said that there are two or three other entities in Connecticut that need one or 
two DERCS a year if they have an emergency. 

 
The motion previously made and seconded was approved.  



  
 

3

 
 
4. REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING MARKET DRIVEN 

PURCHASE OF SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL CAPACITY ASSOCIATED WITH 
DIVERSION OF MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE FROM MIRA’S CSWS. 

 
 

Committee Chairman Adams requested a motion on the above-referenced item. The 
motion was made by Director Barlow and seconded by Director Widlitz. 
 

WHEREAS:  From time-to-time MIRA must divert waste from the CSWS due to elevated 
MSW inventory levels at the CSWS Resource Recovery Facility (RRF) that may occur 
periodically;  

Now therefore, be it 

RESOLVED: that the President is authorized to enter into market driven purchases of 
transportation and disposal services in accordance with the requisitions included in Table 1 
substantially as discussed and presented at this meeting.   

Mr. Kirk said this is an acknowledgment of a market based purchase of services for 
disposal and transportation associated with the diversions required by our most recent turbine 
outage, when Turbine 5 had to be removed from site for continued repairs.  

Mr. Kirk said that we are now operating under our 2020 disposal contracts with our 
private haulers. We declared an “impairment period” that allows us to pass on the costs of these 
diversions to our customers after a two week notice, if they want to continue delivering;  they  
also have the option of not delivering their committed waste if they have a better option. That 
worked out pretty well for us;  it's a hardship on our customers, but it was not a cost that had to 
be socialized into their regular tipping fee moving forward. 

 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved.  
 
 
5.  REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING SIGNATORY 

AUTHORITY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY AND COMPLIANCE 
SUBMITTALS. 

 
Committee Chairman Adams requested a motion on the above-referenced item. The 

motion was made by Director Barlow and seconded by Director Widlitz. 
 

 
RESOLVED:  Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. Section 22a-277(c), the Board hereby authorizes the 
President to delegate to Peter W. Egan, Director of Operations and Environmental Affairs, as 
duly authorized representative of the Authority, the authority to sign regulatory and permit-
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required applications, reports and other applicable information submitted by the Authority to the 
Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection, in connection with air, water, 
and solid waste compliance and permitting programs, substantially as presented and discussed at 
this meeting. This delegation of authority, in the President’s opinion, would be appropriate for 
the prompt and orderly transaction of the business of the Authority. 
 

 
Mr. Kirk said this is a return to prior standard operating procedures, having Peter Egan 

authorized by me to be a signatory for certain environmental reports and permit applications. 
 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved.  
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

Committee Chairman Adams requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion made by 
Director Barlow and seconded by Director Bailey was approved. 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.  

 
      Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

      Kanchan Arora 
Consultant 


