
Policies & Procurement Committee 

June 11, 2015 

Regular Meeting Draft Minutes 

 

Members Present by phone:   Committee Chairman John Adams    

  Vice-Chairman Richard Barlow  

  Ralph Eno (present by telephone)  

   

 

MIRA Staff Present: Tom Kirk, President  

     Mark Daley, Chief Financial Officer 

     Dave Bodendorf, Senior Environmental Engineer  

 Peter Egan, Director of Operations and Environmental Affairs  

 Laurie Hunt, Director of Legal Services  

 Roger Guzowski, Contracts and Procurement Manager   

 Laurie Hunt, Director of Legal Services 

 

  

 

 Committee Chairman Adams called the meeting to order at 11:09 a.m. and noted that a quorum 

was present. 

 

 Committee Chairman Adams noted there were no members of the public present who wished 

to address the Committee and said the regular meeting would commence.  

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MAY 14, 2015, REGULAR TELEPHONIC 

MEETING  
 

Committee Chairman Adams requested a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular May 14, 

2015, Policies & Procurement Committee meeting. The motion to approve the minutes was made by 

Vice-Chairman Barlow and seconded by Director Eno.     

 

The motion to approve the minutes was approved unanimously by roll call.   

 

2. REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING PURCHASE OF JET 

FUEL FOR THE SOUTH MEADOWS JET TURBINE FACILITY  

 

Committee Chairman Adams requested a motion on the above referenced matter. The motion 

to approve was made by Vice-Chairman Barlow and seconded by Director Eno.   

 

RESOLVED: That the President is hereby authorized to execute a purchase order with Santa 

Buckley Energy, Inc. for purchase of Ultra Low Sulfur No. 1 Diesel Fuel to support operation 

of the South Meadows Jet Turbine Facility, substantially as presented and discussed at this 

meeting.  

Mr. Egan said the resolution in the package has been replaced by the resolution which was 

distributed as the last page was missing in the package. Mr. Daley said $907,000 is the budget number, 

a figure which is based on 15 hours a year of operation for each of the four units at $3.60 a gallon, and 
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4,200 gallons an hour for each unit. Mr. Egan said the jets ran two weeks ago for about five hours due 

to demand. He said MIRA does not pay sales tax for this fuel.  

 

Mr. Egan explained the jet turbine facility is run from South Meadows with the cost and 

revenues carried in the property division. Mr. Egan said in FY’14 about $1.2 million was budgeted to 

purchase jet fuel, a figure which is based on an estimate that the unit will burn for 20 hours and burn 

about 4,000 gallons an hour. He said this has been an exceptional year and the jet turbine facility has 

run more hours than budgeted for and at the end of January the budget had been exhausted for jet fuel 

procurement. Mr. Egan said management did not feel it was prudent to wait for the next Board 

meeting and so used an emergency procurement in the amount of $126,000 and purchased an 

increment of 75,000 gallons of jet fuel (the typical volume) to have sufficient fuel if the jets were 

called on again or were called on for the Black start capabilities. Mr. Egan said emergency 

procurements are permitted in the policies and are later ratified by the Board.  

 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved unanimously by roll call.  

3. REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING LEGAL 

EXPENDITURES FOR FY2016 

 

Committee Chairman Adams requested a motion on the above referenced matter. The motion 

to approve was made by Vice-Chairman Barlow and seconded by Director Eno.   
 

WHEREAS,  MIRA has negotiated three-year Legal Services Agreements with various law 

firms for the provision of legal services beginning July 1, 2014; and 

WHEREAS, MIRA now seeks Board authorization for projected legal expenditures pursuant 

to said Agreements during Fiscal Year 2016; 

NOW THEREFORE, it is  

RESOLVED:  That the following amounts be authorized for projected legal fees to be 

incurred during FY ‘16: 

            Firm: Amount: 

            Brown Rudnick                                          25,000   

            Cohn Birnbaum & Shea    55,000 

            Day Pitney      20,000 

            Halloran & Sage       675,000 

            Kainen, Escalera & McHale  125,000 

            McCarter & English    10,000 

            Pullman & Comley     85,000 
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Further RESOLVED: That the President be authorized to expend up to $10,000 from the 

Landfill Development Fund Reserve for payment of legal fees incurred in fiscal year 2016 in 

connection with the Authority’s suspension of its efforts to develop a new ash landfill in the 

State of Connecticut; and  

Further RESOLVED: That the President be authorized to expend up to $75,000 from the 

Mid-Connecticut Project Closure Reserve for payment of legal fees incurred in fiscal year 2016 

in connection with continuing Mid-Connecticut Project obligations; and  

Further RESOLVED: That the President be authorized to expend up to $75,000 from the 

Landfill Operating Reserve Account for payment of legal fees incurred in fiscal year 2016 in 

connection with the Solar Array located on top of the Hartford Landfill; and 

Further RESOLVED: That $300,000 be transferred from the Mid-Connecticut Project 

Closure reserve to the Mid-Connecticut Project Litigation Reserve; and  

Further RESOLVED: That the President be authorized to expend up to $300,000 from the 

Mid-Connecticut Litigation Reserve to expend up to $300,000 from the Mid-Connecticut 

litigation reserve for payment of Mid-Connecticut Project litigation-related legal fees and 

expenses incurred in fiscal year 2016.  

Ms. Hunt said this resolution provides authority to spend the amounts above for the coming 

fiscal year. She said compared to this year there is a relatively small amount of funds coming from the 

Mid-Connecticut legal reserve. Ms. Hunt said the MDC arbitration is still ongoing.  

 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved by roll call. Director Adams 

abstained.  

 

4.  INFORMATIONAL 
 

Committee Chairman Adams said the Informational Section had been thoroughly reviewed and 

asked if there were any questions. Mr. Guzowski said the procurement system had recently been 

upgraded and as a result the report on vendors exceeding $50,000 would be distributed at the next 

meeting. He handed out the report on exceptions to the competitive process.   

 

Mr. Egan said the checks to the CT DEEP for landfill permits will be sent out later that week.  

 

5. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 Chairman Adams requested a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss pending 

litigation and real estate. The motion made by Vice-Chairman Barlow and seconded by Chairman Eno 

was approved unanimously. Chairman Adams requested that the following people remain for the 

Executive Session, in addition to the Committee members: 
 

Tom Kirk 

Mark Daley  
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Laurie Hunt, Esq. 

Peter Egan 

Dave Bodendorf  
 

 The Executive Session commenced at 11:20 a.m. 

 

The meeting was reconvened at 11:45 a.m., the door was opened, and the Board Secretary and 

all members of the public (of which there were none) were invited back in for the continuation of 

public session. Chairman Adams noted that no votes were taken.   

 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Committee Chairman Adams requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion made by 

Vice-Chairman Barlow and seconded by Director Eno was approved unanimously by roll call. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.  

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

      Moira Kenney 

Assistant HR Manager/Board Administrator   


