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    MATERIALS INNOVATION AND RECYCLING AUTHORITY  

 

 

FIVE HUNDRED AND TWO    July 1, 2019 

 

  

  A Special Telephonic meeting of the Materials Innovation and Recycling Authority 

Board of Directors was held on Monday, July 1, 2019 in the Board Room at Suite 202, 200 

Corporate Place, Rocky Hill, CT 06067. Those present were: 

 

 

 Directors:        

 

  Chairman Don Stein (present via telephone)  

  Vice-Chairman Dick Barlow (present via telephone) 

  John Adams (present via telephone) 

  Robert Painter (present via telephone) 

Jim Hayden (present via telephone) 

  Scott Shanley (present via telephone) 

Patricia Widlitz (present via telephone) 

Edward Bailey (present via telephone) 

     

Present from MIRA:  

 

                       Tom Kirk, President  

  Mark Daley, Chief Financial Officer  

  Laurie Hunt, Director of Legal Services  

Vicki Arnum, Buyer/Administrative Assistant 

   

   

Public Present:  

  Ann Catino, Esq. (Halloran & Sage) (present via telephone) 

                     
                     

                    

Chairman Stein called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and said that a quorum was 

present. He informed the Board that Director Milardo has officially resigned. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

 
Chairman Stein said the agenda allowed for a public portion in which the Board would accept 

written testimony and allow individuals to speak for a limit of three minutes. As there were no 

members of the public who wished to address the Board, the meeting commenced. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION  

  

 

Chairman Stein requested a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss pending 

litigation and pending RFP responses, potential lease of MIRA real estate, trade secrets, 

personnel matters, security matters, and feasibility estimates and evaluations. The motion was 

made by Director Barlow and seconded by Director Widlitz. Chairman Stein requested that the 

following people remain for the Executive Session, in addition to the Board members: 

 
 

Tom Kirk 

Mark Daley  

Laurie Hunt 

Ann Catino 

 

 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved unanimously by roll call. Chairman 

Stein, Vice-chairman Barlow, Director Adams, Director Hayden, Director Widlitz, Director 

Bailey, Director Shanley, and Director Painter voted yes.   

 

 

Directors Aye Nay Abstain 

         

Chairman Stein   X   

Vice Chairman Barlow  X   

John Adams X   

Jim Hayden  X   

Scott Shanley X   

Robert Painter X   

Edward Bailey X   

Pat Widlitz X   
    

 

  

 

The Executive Session commenced at 9:32 a.m.  

 

 

The meeting was reconvened at 10:05 a.m.  The door was opened, and the Board 

Secretary and all members of the public (of which there were none) were invited back in for the 

continuation of public session. Chairman Stein noted that no votes were taken.   
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REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING WITH SACYR ROONEY RECOVERY TEAM, LLC. 

 

 

Chairman Stein requested a motion on the above-referenced item. The motion was made 

by Director Barlow and seconded by Director Bailey. 

 

 

WHEREAS, after lengthy negotiations, MIRA and SRRT now propose to enter into a 

Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) defining the project structure for the redevelopment 

of the CSWS which presents the best opportunity, with the necessary participation of 

Connecticut municipalities, to ensure the continued availability of environmentally sound waste 

disposal at net cost of operation pricing, while preserving public governance, maintaining 

Connecticut’s self-reliance in waste disposal and recycling, and providing operational and 

financial protection to MIRA and participating municipalities; and 

WHEREAS, the staged project development described in the MOU prioritizes the refurbishment 

of the Waste-to-Energy Facility and the Recycling Facility, publicly financed by the issuance of 

MIRA bonds; and 

 

WHEREAS, following substantial completion of the above-referenced refurbishment, SRRT 

will undertake the development, through private financing, of a mechanical and biological 

treatment facility, with the goal of increased diversion consistent with the DEEP Resource 

Rediscovery RFP; and 

 

WHEREAS, the MOU establishes the roles and responsibilities of the parties consistent with 

MIRA’s enabling legislation, a capacity and revenue sharing framework that is subject to 

continued due diligence and financial modelling by the parties, and a timeframe for subsequent 

execution of term sheets and a Comprehensive Development Agreement, all of which this Board 

expects to be complied with and completed timely to ensure continued provision of services to 

Connecticut municipalities; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is 

 

RESOLVED:  That the President is authorized to execute an MOU with Sacyr Rooney 

Recovery Team, LLC, substantially as presented and discussed at this meeting. 

 

 

 

AMENDEMENT TO THE RESOLUTION REGARDING MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING WITH SACYR ROONEY RECOVERY TEAM. 

 

 

Chairman Stein requested a motion to amend the resolution. The motion was made by 

Director Shanley and seconded by Director Bailey. 
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Mrs. Hunt said we have a proposed additional resolution which reads: 

 

Further RESOLVED: That, should SRRT fail to execute the MOU by July 10 2019, this 

MOU shall be null and void and no further negotiations between MIRA and SRT shall occur, 

with no recourse to either party. 

 

 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved unanimously by roll call. Chairman 

Stein, Vice-chairman Barlow, Director Adams, Director Hayden, Director Widlitz, Director 

Bailey, Director Shanley, and Director Painter voted yes.   

 

 

Directors Aye Nay Abstain 

         

Chairman Stein   X   

Vice Chairman Barlow  X   

John Adams X   

Jim Hayden  X   

Scott Shanley X   

Robert Painter X   

Edward Bailey X   

Pat Widlitz X   
    

 

 

 REVIEW AND RECOMMEND RESOLUTION REGARDING A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING WITH SACYR ROONEY RECOVERY TEAM, LLC. 

 

 

Chairman Stein requested a motion on the amended resolution item. The motion was 

made by Director Barlow and seconded by Director Adams. 

 

 

WHEREAS, after lengthy negotiations, MIRA and SRRT now propose to enter into a 

Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) defining the project structure for the redevelopment 

of the CSWS which presents the best opportunity, with the necessary participation of 

Connecticut municipalities, to ensure the continued availability of environmentally sound waste 

disposal at net cost of operation pricing, while preserving public governance, maintaining 

Connecticut’s self-reliance in waste disposal and recycling, and providing operational and 

financial protection to MIRA and participating municipalities; and 

WHEREAS, the staged project development described in the MOU prioritizes the refurbishment 

of the Waste-to-Energy Facility and the Recycling Facility, publicly financed by the issuance of 

MIRA bonds; and 
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WHEREAS, following substantial completion of the above-referenced refurbishment, SRRT 

will undertake the development, through private financing, of a mechanical and biological 

treatment facility, with the goal of increased diversion consistent with the DEEP Resource 

Rediscovery RFP; and 

 

WHEREAS, the MOU establishes the roles and responsibilities of the parties consistent with 

MIRA’s enabling legislation, a capacity and revenue sharing framework that is subject to 

continued due diligence and financial modelling by the parties, and a timeframe for subsequent 

execution of term sheets and a Comprehensive Development Agreement, all of which this Board 

expects to be complied with and completed timely to ensure continued provision of services to 

Connecticut municipalities; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is 

 

RESOLVED:  That the President is authorized to execute an MOU with Sacyr Rooney 

Recovery Team, LLC, substantially as presented and discussed at this meeting; and 

 

Further RESOLVED: That, should SRRT fail to execute the MOU by July 10 2019, this MOU 

shall be null and void and no further negotiations between MIRA and SRT shall occur, with no 

recourse to either party. 

 

 

 

Director Painter said, with the Chairman's permission, I would like to make a statement 

before my vote. My vote will be “No” on the MOU. I want the Board to know that I have wanted 

a more cutting edge process for many years. I've spoken -- even before I was a board member -- 

with Peter Egan about this, so I'm on the record for a long time.  I have struggled with the RFP 

which requires us to refurbish this plant.  And as there is no financially acceptable cutting edge 

alternative at the present time, I suspect that this MOU will be approved, but there is a more 

efficient, less polluting alternative, and that is mass burn technology, which we've spoken about 

before. But because of the ill-informed legislation of 2014, we've been forced as a MIRA board 

to negotiate the refurbishment of our present plant, which is outdated and inefficient. And it's a 

bad site for handling our waste. In fact, as we've noted in our meetings, by the time the 30 year 

contract that we've been negotiating is completed, our turbines will be one hundred and eight 

years old. This just does not seem supportable to me. It has nothing included to support an 

innovative financially or even environmentally stronger process for handling the state’s 

municipal waste in the future. So I have to vote “No.” I suspect the MOU will be approved 

anyway, and the refurbishment of the present plant will be approved for our team to do the job. If 

that should occur, and as negotiations go to completion, I hope that this board, which has been 

knowledgeable and dedicated in the past, will take the opportunity to immediately thereafter 

begin the process of planning to replace the present plant with a more modern system that will 

more appropriately meet our needs and can be an example for the rest of the state. And that could 

be a mass burn or whatever new technology may prove financially and mechanically 

feasible.  Thank you for the opportunity to take the stage to explain my ”No” vote. 
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The motion previously made and seconded was approved by roll call. Chairman Stein, Vice-

chairman Barlow, Director Adams, Director Hayden, Director Widlitz, Director Bailey, and 

Director Shanley, voted yes.  Director Painter voted no. 

 

 

Directors Aye Nay Abstain 

         

Chairman Stein   X   

Vice Chairman Barlow  X   

John Adams X   

Jim Hayden  X   

Scott Shanley X   

Robert Painter   X  

Edward Bailey X   

Pat Widlitz X   
    

 

ADJOURNMENT  

  

Chairman Stein requested a motion on the above-referenced item. The motion was made 

by Director Shanley and seconded by Director Hayden. 

 

 

The motion previously made and seconded was approved unanimously by roll call. Chairman 

Stein, Vice-chairman Barlow, Director Adams, Director Hayden, Director Widlitz, Director 

Bailey, Director Shanley, and Director Painter voted yes.   

 

 

Directors Aye Nay Abstain 

         

Chairman Stein   X   

Vice Chairman Barlow  X   

John Adams X   

Jim Hayden  X   

Scott Shanley X   

Robert Painter X   

Edward Bailey X   

Pat Widlitz X   
    

 

 

 

There being no other business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 



7 
 
 

 

 

Kanchan Arora 

Consultant 


